
FINANCES
At the last stated meeting a brother raised the question as 
to whether we should publish our þnancial reports in the 
Trestleboard.  The brethren showed no interest in pursuing 
this idea. However, in light of recent economic events,  a little 
discussion is appropriate.  As you know, stated meetings are 
considered private, hence the meeting is restricted to Master 
Masons.  Other organizations have similar rules. That is not 
to say that the information is secret.  Our þnancial manager 
gave a full report at the last stated meeting and was avail-
able for questions.  Anyone attending was as fully informed 
as possible, and any member is free to ask questions at any 
stated meeting.  I can say that we suffered some signiþcant 
losses, as did all investors.  Ours were less severe due to 
our direct bond holdings, which reacted less to the market 
downturn than did bond funds and equities. Despite the loss, 
we continue to be on a sound þnancial footing.
DEGREE WORK
Two brothers did their proþciencies on Thursday June 18. Both 
did the standard form, electing to make the same effort as all 
masons have done since òtime immemorialó.  As I may have 
said before, I do not denigrate the use of the short form, but I 
feel that those who do not take the so-called òlong formó are 
denied an important part of the Masonic experience.  Brother 
Zach Gossel did his First degree proþciency and Brother Josh 
Djubec did his Second, and my sincerest congratulations to 
both of you.  The Fellowcraft conferral is scheduled for July 
9, and the Master Mason on July 23, each at 7:pm.  Ofþcers 
should be there by 6:15 to open Lodge.
MASONIC EDUCATION
Masonry is rich in symbolism, and by no means is the greater 
part secret.  Interestingly, though much has been written 
about by individual Masons, there is not much that is of an 
òofþcialó nature.  It is really intended that each Mason is to 
make his own philosophical journey, and to reÿect on the 
lessons presented.  And hereõs a novel thought.  A Mason 
could engage his Lady and family in a discussion without 
violating his obligation by a careful avoidance of explicit 
reference to the esoteric material.
PIZZA, PIZZA AND MORE PIZZA
July 15, Wednesday night our district is having a family get-
together at Giovanniõs Pizza ( one of Sacramentoõs best) for 
an all-you-can-eat feast for only $10 per person.  Giovanniõs is 
located at 5924 S. Land Park Drive.  All are invitedñMasons, 
family and friends.

   Fraternally,
     Richard Pullen, Master

From the East
Richard Pullen, Master
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We are opening a new section in the trestleboard where we 
will regularly proþle some of the brethren. This is your sec-
tion my brother. It is intended for you to share with the rest 
of the craft not only your memories, but your Masonic life. 
We all come from different shores with unique stories. We 
may have joined the fraternity at different times, for differ-
ent reasons with different expectations and we are build-
ing our Masonic and moral ediþces. Yet Freemasonry has 
obviously framed our personal and family lives in so many 
profound but different ways. We have a lot to share in our 
experiences with Freemasonry to inspire others and enrich 
their lives; if nothing else to get the other brethren to know 
ourselves better. The proþle article would be written by the 
brethren themselves with focus areas such as how they got 
into Freemasonry, for how long theyõve been members, how 
this experience has affected if at all their daily and family 
lives. How this may or may not have changed their percep-
tions on themselves, on others and on their communities. 
What were their expectations, how these expectations have 
been met or reset, what transformations the fraternity or 
Washington Lodge No.20 may have gone through or is ex-
periencing, how they see freemasonry and our lodge now 
and in the future, what can be done to improve that outlook 
to help make our communities and the world a better place. 
The proþled member can be a newly initiated or raised 
brother who may want to share his degree(s) experience and 
expectations, or just introduce himself to his new Masonic 
family on a personal note. It can be another brother after an 
achievement marking a milestone in his Masonic journey. 
We open this section this month with Worshipful John T. 
òJackó Ansell, PM whom we recently joined in rejoicing in 
his 50 years celebration as a mason.
    Fraternally.
    Joseph Dongo, Sr. Warden
 

From the West
Joseph Dongo, Sr. Warden

Secretaryõs Desk
Jon Isaacson, PM

 JULY BIRTHDAYS
George W. Hing  - July 4, 1921
Jon R. Isaacson - July 7, 1952
Carl E. Spilman - July 7, 1921
Herman H. Lalk - July 8, 1915

Reynold A. Porterþeld - July 9, 1938
Robert L. Cole - July 11, 1922
David P. Kelley - July 13, 1935

Todd A. Ravencroft - July 13, 1971
Mark G. Friesen - July 15, 1965

Andrew P. R. Wilson - July 17, 1979
Richard S. Golden - July 18, 1927
Glenn H. Ticknor - July, 20 1917

Richard A. Wilson - July 21, 1945
Elmer J. Becky - July 26, 1913

Thomas L. Ansell - July 29, 1961

July 2, 2009
Social Hour 5:15PM - Club Room Open for Pool

 Dinner 6:15PM
Stated Meeting  7:15PM

RSVP by July 1st Call 888-828-4476
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 All across the United States, people will be wishing each 
other a happy Fourth of July. On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental 
Congress unanimously adopted the Declaration of Independence. 
Though it is the Constitution that provides the legal and govern-
mental framework for the United States, the Declaration, with its 
eloquent assertion òall Men are created equal,ó is equally beloved 
by the American people.   As Masonõs we can take a special pride 
in the part that Masons and Masonry took in the founding of this 
great nation.
 July has been designated special for other commercial 
celebrations.  It is National Hot Dog Month, National Ice Cream 
Month, National Picnic Month and National Anti-Boredom Month.  
Not to mention, that in the year 1200 sunglasses were invented in 
China.  Can you guess the menu for the July Stated Meeting Dinner.  
It just could be some of our special òdirty wateró dogs with chili, 
fries and rootbeer ÿoats. Please RSVP to: 888-828-4476.
 In this edition of the Trestleboard we started a new feature 
which is a member proþle written by the member.  This month we 
hear from Jack Ansell, PM.  If you would like to submit a member 
proþle please let me know.  
 The new Washington Lodge Roster is out.  Come to lodge 
and get a copy or contact the Secretary.  If you see a mistrake or 
ommission send a note to the Secretary so he can update the þles.  
Also if you have an email address please let us know.  Email is re-
ally a great tool for getting information fast.
 It is great to see new petitions coming in to the lodge and 
seeing candidates proceed through the degrees.  At the dual 1st 
degrees taken by the Sweidan brothers we had a good crowd of 
sideliners.  Lets keep it up. See you on July 9th and July 23rd.
 Have a great July. Happy Birthday U.S. of A.
    
    

From the 
Editors Desk
Wally Clark

 
 
 

MEMBER PROFILE
 

50 years in Masonry 
or 

Trip Down Memory Lane 
Submitted

 by John T. òJackó Ansell
 
Our Sr. Warden , Joseph Dongo asked me to cover some of my 
memories of my good years in Masonry in Washington Lodge #20. 
Well, to start with, that 50 year presentation our Inspector, Vince 
Parell, pm and Inspector of #414 Masonic Dist. put on for George 
Morrow and me was just great. Looking back in our history, when 
I conferred the 3rd degree on my son Tom, I asked him to meet me 
west of the alter.  I pointed out that Dwight Morrow, pm was in 
the East. Bob Zehrback, pm was in the South and Bob Richards, 
pm was in the West. They were all in the same places when I took 
my Degrees some 30 years before. So much for history. The next 
thing that comes to mind is our Public Schools Program, òThe 
Young Authors Programó.  It lasted 11 years. It was a lot of fun 
working with the schools. The last thing that comes ot memory, is 
the Constitutional Program that Doug Sleeper, pm and I worked 
on for about 6 years. We had Bob Hargrave, pm as Abe Lincoln; 
Moe Crosby, pm as George Washington; Alvin T. Swanson, Jr. 33rd 
Degree, Per Rep of the Sov.Gr. Inspector Gen in California as Ben 
Franklin. We also had Dr. Betty Swanson as Susan B. Anthony. We 
also had Clyde McCormick, pm as Fredrick Douglas and Mythais 
Wiggins, pm as Benjamin Biniger  from Phiformatþean Lodge #2 
Prince Hall. Our little team visited Schools in Sacramento City 
Schools and San Juan Schools in the North area. Our last Perfor-
mance was held at The Scottish Rite Masonic Center with over 900 
students in attendance. We had 3 large Yellow School buses parked 
out front of the  building. These are a few things that come to mind. 
Itõs been a lot of fun and I enjoyed working on these various pro-
grams through the years.

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

If you ever testify in court, you might wish you 
could have been= as sharp as this policeman. He 
was being cross-examined by a defense attorney 
during a felony trial. The lawyer was trying to 
undermine the police ofþcerõs credibility... 
  
Q: Ofþcer ñ did you see my client ÿeeing the 
scene? 
A: No sir. But I subsequently observed a person match-
ing the description of the offender, running several 
blocks away. 
Q: Ofþcer ñ who provided this description? 
A: The ofþcer who responded to the scene.  
Q: A fellow ofþcer provided the description of 
this so-called offender. Do you trust your fellow 
ofþcers?
A: Yes, sir.  With my life. 
Q: With your life? Let me ask you this then ofþ-
cer. Do you have a room where you change your 
clothes in preparation for your daily duties? 
A: Yes sir, we do! 
Q: And do you have a locker in the room? 
A: Yes sir, I do. 
Q: And do you have a lock on your locker? 
A: Yes sir. 
Q: Now why is it, ofþcer, if you trust your fellow 
ofþcers with your life, you þnd it necessary to 
lock your locker in  a room you share with these 
same ofþcers?
A: You see, sir ñ we share the building with the 
court complex, and sometimes lawyers have been known 
to walk through that room.


